
KALABHAIRAVA
ASHTAKAM

The Sacred Hymn of Spiritual Power by Adi Shankaracharya

"Some hymns are read. Others are studied. A rare few are
experienced. The Kalabhairava Ashtakam belongs to the last." 



The Power of Kalabhairava Ashtakam

"Some hymns are read. Others are studied. A rare few
are experienced. The Kalabhairava Ashtakam belongs
to the last."

Composed  in  the  8th  century  by  the  supreme
exponent of Advaita Vedanta, Adi Shankaracharya,
the  Kalabhairava  Ashtakam is  an  extraordinary
spiritual chant dedicated to Lord Kalabhairava—the
ferocious, awe-inspiring manifestation of Lord Shiva
presiding  over  Time (Kala)  and Liberation.  As  the
supreme  guardian  deity  of  the  holy  city  of  Kashi
(Varanasi),  He  is  reverently  acclaimed  as  Kashika
Puradhinatha.

The Deity & Supreme Reality

"Kalabhairava" signi�es the absolute master of time
who  consumes  all  temporal  illusions.  In  Vedic
tradition,  time  is  the  relentless  destroyer  of  the
transient  material  realm,  yet  it  serves  as  the
ultimate puri�er for spiritual awakening. By seeking refuge in Kalabhairava, a seeker dissolves
the  deep-seated  fears  of  mortality,  disease,  and  karma.  The  hymn  describes  His  majestic
iconographic form: decorated with coiled serpents, crowned by the crescent moon, holding the
trident,  skull-bowl,  and noose,  yet  �lled with  in�nite  tenderness  towards  His  true devotees
(Bhakta-vatsalam).

Spiritual Bene�ts & Power

Chanting  or  meditating  upon  the  Kalabhairava  Ashtakam  with  heartfelt  devotion  bestows
transformative bene�ts:

Shattering Fear and Ego: Invoking the Lord of Time builds an unshakeable spiritual armor
against anxiety, negative in῿�uences, and the fear of death.

Karma-Pasha-Mochakam: The hymn explicitly praises Kalabhairava as the liberator who
severs the tight knots of past karma, clearing the path toward liberation (Moksha).

Time Consciousness & Discipline: Reminding us of time's swift passage, the chant instills
acute clarity, purpose, and focus, eliminating procrastination and spiritual lethargy.

Bestower of Prosperity & Siddhis: Through His grace, seekers are blessed with spiritual
wisdom, peace, protection, and the ful�llment of all noble desires (Ashta-Siddhi).

Through its resonant rhythmic cadence and profound metaphysical depth, Shankaracharya's
masterwork transcends mere ritualistic  recitation.  It  is  a  potent  meditative tool  designed to
burn away worldly illusion, dissolve the ego, and align the seeker with the timeless, eternal
Divine.
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Kalabhairava Ashtakam

Devaraja sevyamana pavananghri pankajam
Vyala yajna sutram indu shekharam krupakaram |

Naradadi yogi vrunda vanditam digambaram
Kashika puradhinatha Kalabhairavam bhaje || 1 ||

Bhanu koti bhasvaram bhavabdhi tarakam param
Nilakantham ipsitartha dayakam trilochanam |

Kalakalam ambujaksham akshashulam aksharam
Kashika puradhinatha Kalabhairavam bhaje || 2 ||

Shula tanka pasha danda panim adi karanam
Shyama kayam adi devam aksharam niramayam |

Bhima vikramam prabhum vichitra tandava priyam
Kashika puradhinatha Kalabhairavam bhaje || 3 ||

Bhukti mukti dayakam prashasta charu vigraham
Bhakta vatsalam sthitam samasta loka vigraham |

Vinikvanan manojna hema kinkini lasat katim
Kashika puradhinatha Kalabhairavam bhaje || 4 ||

Dharma setu palakam tvadharma marga nashakam
Karma pasha mochakam susharma dayakam vibhum |

Svarna varna shesha pasha shobhitanga mandalam
Kashika puradhinatha Kalabhairavam bhaje || 5 ||

Ratna paduka prabhabhirama pada yugmakam
Nityam advitiyam ishta daivatam niranjanam |

Mrutyu darpa nashanam karala damshtra mokshanam
Kashika puradhinatha Kalabhairavam bhaje || 6 ||

Attahasa bhinna padmajanda kosha santatim
Drushti pata nashta papa jalam ugra shasanam |

Ashta siddhi dayakam kapala malikadharam
Kashika puradhinatha Kalabhairavam bhaje || 7 ||

Bhuta sangha nayakam vishala kirti dayakam
Kashi vasa loka punya papa shodhakam vibhum |

Niti marga kovidam puratanam jagatpatim
Kashika puradhinatha Kalabhairavam bhaje || 8 ||

Phalasruthi
Kalabhairavashtakam pathanti ye manoharam

Jnana mukti sadhanam vichitra punya vardhanam |
Shoka moha dainya lobha kopa tapa nashanam

Prayanti Kalabhairavanghri sannidhim nara dhruvam || 9 ||



कालभैरवा�कम् (Hindi)

देवराजसे�मानपावनाङ्ɚŉपङ्7जe
�ाSQ\स"ŕɚमďȞUे8रe �7# पा7रम्��

नारदाɘदQ*ə9व#ďदवɝďदGe �ɘद9ĔNरe
7ाɛU7ाप!राɚJनाH�7ाSO)रवe �Oजे��s�

Oान!7*əBOाĚवरe �OवाɠĒJGार7e �परe
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ĘQाम7ाQमाɘददेवमZरe �əनरामQम्��
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